
Holy Presence Catholic Community 
Morning Prayer, May 12 

 
Opening and Invitation 

 
As a new day comes, O God, open our hearts and minds to your love, 
your presence, and your grace.  We begin in the name of God who is 
our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier.  Amen. 
           
“Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified.  He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the 
place where he lay.     Matthew  28:5 
 
Psalm 95: 1-8 
Come let us sing for joy to God 
Let’s shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation. 
Let’s come before God’s presence with a song of thanksgiving. 
Let’s shout joyfully with psalms and instruments. 
For ours is a great God, and a great Ruler above all gods. 
In God’s hand are the caverns of the earth, and also the heights of the 
hills. 
God created the sea and has molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, and kneel before God our 
Creator. 
For we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand. 
Oh, that today you would hearken to God’s voice! 
 
Glory be to God, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be.  World without end. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



Words of Confession 
 

Each morning we are graced with a new day, a new beginning.  Let us 
claim this day. 
 
Loving God,  you have created us, know us, and claim us as your own.  
We ask for your forgiveness and grace for all of the times that we have 
strayed from your path.  We ask for the courage to face our errors and 
willingness to amend our ways, so that we may rest in the peace that 
only you can give and be your light in this world. Give us the power to 
love as you love,  and to forgive as you forgive.  
 

Assurance 
Scripture tells us  “If we say, we are without sin, we deceive ourselves 
and the truth is not in us.  If we acknowledge our sin, God is faithful and 
just and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from every wrong doing.”  
Accept this truth and continue to walk in the path of love, light, and 
peace.  You are a new creation.  
 

The Word of God 
Psalm 47 
     All you peoples, clap your hands, shout to God with cries of gladness. 
For You, O God, the Most High, are awesome; You are the great Ruler 
over all the earth.  You subdued nations under us and brought peoples 
under our feet.  You chose our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob and 
Rachel, whom you loved.  
     God has ascended amid shouts of joy and amid the sound of 
trumpets. Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our Creator, 
sing praises.  For God is the Creator of the entire earth, so sing hymns of 
praise.  God reigns over all the nations;  God is seated on the holy 
throne.  The princes and princesses of the nations assemble with the 
people of the God of Abraham and Sarah;  for the rulers of the earth 
belong to God, and God is exalted on high. 



Acts 1:1-11 
     In the first book, Theophilus, I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught 
until the day he was taken up, after giving instructions through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.  He presented himself alive 
to them by many proofs after he had suffered, appearing to them 
during forty days and speaking about the kindom of God.  While 
meeting with them, he enjoined them not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for “the promise of God about which you have heard me 
speak; for John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
     When they had gathered together they asked him,  “Lord, are you at 
this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”  He answered them, 
“It is not for you to know the times or seasons that God has established. 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” 
    When he had said this, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and 
a cloud took him from their sight.  While they were looking intently at 
the sky as he was going, suddenly two men dressed in white garments 
stood beside them. They said, “People of Galilee, why are you standing 
there looking at the sky? This Jesus who has been taken up from you 
into heaven will return in the same way as you have seen him going into 
heaven.” 
 
Ephesians 4:1-13 or 4:1-7, 11-13 
     Brothers and sisters, I, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to live in a 
manner worthy of the call you have received, with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another through love, 
striving to preserve the unity of the spirit through the bond of peace: 
one body and one Spirit, as you were also called to the one hope of 
your call; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Creator of all, 
who is over all and through all and in all. 
 



     But grace was given to each of us according to the measure of 
Christ’s gift.  And he gave some as apostles, others as prophets, 
others as evangelists, others as pastors and teachers, to equip the holy 
ones for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until 
we all attain to the unity of faith and knowledge of the Son of God, to 
mature to adulthood, to the extent of the full stature of Christ.  
 
Mk 16:15-20 
     Jesus said to his disciples:  “Go into the whole world and proclaim 
the gospel to every creature.  Whoever believes and is baptized will be 
saved; whoever does not believe will be condemned.  These signs will 
accompany those who believe: in my name they will drive out demons, 
they will speak new languages.  They will pick up serpents with their 
hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not harm them.  They 
will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 
     So then the Lord Jesus, after he spoke to them, was taken up into 
heaven and took his seat at the right hand of God.  But they went forth 
and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and 
confirmed the word through accompanying signs. 

The Word of God.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Creed 
     We believe in God, who places joy in our souls, dancing in our toes 
and songs in our hearts.  We believe God wanted gladness to flow like a 
river, and so created a bountiful earth with plenty for all to share.   
     We believe in Jesus, who turned water into wine, celebrated with 
outcasts and sinners, and touched the broken so that they could leap 
and dance. We believe that Jesus opened the doors and set an extra 
place so we could feast.  
     We believe in the Holy Spirit, who prompts us to smile; who sends us 
invitations to come and dine; who nudges us to openness and 
tenderness.  



     We believe the Spirit is present every time we gather to break bread 
and is urging us to live joyfully and walk hopefully.  Forever, we will live 
in the embrace of God, and be a witness to resurrection joy.  Amen. 
 
 

Prayers 
 

Our Mother and Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, Your will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and 
Forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us away from temptation and deliver us from evil. 
For Yours is the kindom, the power and the glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer for the Church:  Holy One, bless your church throughout the 
earth.  Where there are problems, rectify them.  Where there is lack, 
provide.  When praise and glory are given, accept.  When a person is 
searching, open our doors.  Where we have, let us give.  All to the glory 
of your Name. 
  
Prayer for Joy and Contentment:  On this Sabbath Day, O God, we seek 
the joy and contentment that only you can give.  Quiet our minds from 
all the input this modern world offers and bring us to this moment.  Let 
us feel your love, your grace, your gentleness as we calm our mind, 
body and soul.  Instill the joy of knowing you, and being known by you, 
so we may be your feet and hands in our communities. 
 
Prayer for Those In Need of Prayer:  O God, you have command us to 
love our neighbors as You have loved us.  There are so many of your 
children who need prayer but don’t know how, or don’t know who to 



ask.  For all these brothers and sisters we offer a prayer.  May they be 
surrounded by Love, comforted by Grace, and find the Peace that only 
you can provide. 
 
Prayer for Spiritual Gifts:  Holy Spirit, you have blessed each one of us 
with gifts to be shared for the good of all.  Sometimes they are hard to 
see or imagine.  Guide us to these gifts and help us to offer them 
without fear.  For we know, that when we share our particular gifts, you 
mold them together and create a masterpiece of love and grace for all. 
 
 

Canticle of Simeon 
 

     Lord, now you let your servant go in peace; your word has been 
fulfilled: my own eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared 
in the sight of every people: a light to reveal you to the nations and the 
glory of your people Israel. 
 
Glory be to God, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end.  Amen. 
 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

     Light of the world, we come to you with so much to be grateful for…. 
Grateful for your sustaining grace, mercy, and tenderness. Grateful for a 
relationship with you that brings light and hope to our lives and the 
lives of others.  Grateful, too, for your unending presence in our lives. 
     We are grateful for the creation that surrounds and sustains us.  The 
beauty of your trees and flowers, of your seas and mountains.  The joy 
in your creatures – great and small.  The wonder of space, the stars;  the 
moon and sun which light our path. 



       Thank you for the gifts we have been given, the ability to learn and 
grow in wisdom each day and to deepen our relationship with you; the 
ability to see your face in every person we meet; the ability to love and 
be loved, to forgive and to be forgiven. 
     Thank you God for your everlasting love, for Jesus who makes us a 
new creation, and for filling our hearts with your Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
Benediction 

 
Friends, go now with this knowledge, “For now we see in a mirror dimly, 
but then we will see face to face. Now we know only in part; then we 
will know fully, even as we have been fully known. And now faith, hope, 
and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”  

                                                                                                                                                         1Corinthians 13:12-13 

 
Thanks be to God. 
 
In the name of our God who is our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. 
Amen. 
 


